General Information on Public Easements
The term "we" refers to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). We will post information concerning public easements on our web site as we develop the information. Our web address is http://www.ak.blm.gov/sec_17b/index.html.

What are public easements?
Public easements
 are rights reserved to the United States. Sixty‑foot‑wide roads, 25‑ and 50‑foot trails, and 1‑acre site easements are the rights generally reserved.  These rights are reserved
 when the BLM conveys land to a Native corporation under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA).

What is the purpose of public easements?
Most public easements are reserved to allow the public to cross private property to reach public lands
 and major waterways. Public easements don't allow the public to use private lands. It's very similar to the street in front of many homes. The public has the right to travel on the street, but they don't have the right to trespass on someone's lawn or dump litter on their property.

How do I know where public easements are found, and how can I tell when I'm on public lands?

BLM maintains information concerning public easements and land ownership at the offices listed below. Public easements are identified in conveyance documents, and shown on easement maps. The easement map shows both selected and conveyed lands; selected lands are public lands and may be used by the public. Conveyed lands are privately owned. The easement allows the public to cross conveyed lands;  however, the uses allowed and the route reserved in the conveyance document must be followed.

Master title plats show land ownership, but don't show public easements.

What can I do on a public easement?
The uses allowed on a public easement are limited and described in the conveyance of the land to a Native corporation. The allowable uses for the common public easements are described below. Any use other than that described in the conveyance document is prohibited.

25‑Foot Trail ‑ The uses allowed on a 25‑foot‑wide trail easement are:  travel by foot, dogsleds, animals, snowmobiles, two‑ and three‑wheeled vehicles, and small all‑terrain vehicles (less than 3,000 lbs. gross vehicle weight).

50‑Foot Trail ‑ The uses allowed on a 50‑foot‑wide trail easement are those allowed for a 25‑foot trail plus large all‑terrain vehicles (more than 3,000 lbs. gross vehicle weight), tracked vehicles, and four‑wheel‑drive vehicles.

60‑Foot Road ‑ The uses allowed on a 60‑foot‑wide road easement are those allowed for 25‑ and 50‑foot trails plus automobiles and trucks.

1‑Acre Site ‑ The uses allowed on a site easement are: vehicle parking (e.g., aircraft, boats, all‑terrain vehicles, snowmobiles, cars, and trucks), temporary camping, and loading or unloading. Temporary camping, loading, or unloading is limited to 24 hours.

What can't I do on a public easement?

If the use isn't specifically listed in the conveyance document then the use isn't authorized. 

For example, motorized vehicles on 25‑foot‑wide trails are limited to snow machines, two‑ and three‑wheeled‑vehicles, and all‑terrain vehicles having less than 3000 lbs. gross weight. Larger vehicles are not authorized on a 25‑foot public easement even if the physical condition of the trail would support the use.

Can I hunt or fish from a public easement?

No.  Hunting or fishing is never an allowed use.

How are public easements identified and reserved?

The identification process begins when a Native corporation prioritizes selected lands for conveyance. We review the lands for public easement needs and request comments from the Native corporations, the State of Alaska, and interested parties.  The information is analyzed using the easement criteria and the results documented.  We include the approved public easements in an appealable decision and the lands are later conveyed to the Native corporation, reserving the easements to the United States.

Can public easements be terminated?
Yes. We can terminate a public easement by the following process: BLM or the easement manager request comments when an easement is identified as no longer needed. BLM issues an appealable decision terminating the easement only after reviewing the comments and deciding the easement is not required. We terminate the public easement when the decision is final by issuing a release of interest.

Where can I find information on public easements?

You may ask the BLM for the latest information at:

Alaska State Office


Glennallen Field Office

Bureau of Land Management


Bureau of Land Management

222 West Seventh Avenue, #13


P.O. Box 147

Anchorage, AK 99513


Glennallen, AK 99588

(907) 271‑5960


(907) 822‑3217

Anchorage Field Office




Northern Field Office

Bureau of Land Management




Bureau of Land Management

6881 Abbott Loop Road




1150 University Avenue

Anchorage, AK 99507


Fairbanks, AK 99709

(907) 267‑1203


(907) 474‑2251

� Public easements may also be reserved to and from communities, airports, docks, marine coastline, groups of private holdings sufficient in number to constitute public use, and government facilities. See 43 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR)2650.4�7 for a complete listing of the types of public easements.


�  The authorities for reserving public easements are the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, 43 U.S.C. 1616(b) and 43 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 2650.4�7.


�  Publicly owned land means all Federal, State, or municipal corporation (including boroughs) lands or interests and submerged lands as defined by the Submerged Lands Act. This also includes lands selected by but not conveyed to a Native corporation.
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